
2009 guides: all the Black Rooster’s prizes 
  
From the Espresso guide to Veronelli’s, from the verdicts of “Vini Buoni d’Italia” to 
Gambero Rosso’s “three glasses”, in 2009 wine guides Chianti Classico racks up a whole 
47 kudos and a “Cantina dell’anno”. 
  
Autumn. The wine is in the cellar and the wine guides in the bookstores. Searching for this 
or that label among the just-out guides becomes a national “eno-sport”. From 
connoisseurs to winemakers, the waiting is anxious and comments abound while in Black 
Rooster’s territory one toasts Chianti Classico. 
In fact, this year too all the biggest Italian experts praised the efforts and passion that 
makers of Chianti Classico put into their work each day. 
As shown by the 6 “five glasses” awarded by “I Vini d’Italia 2009”, the guide put out by 
the L’Espresso publishing group to as many labels of “Classico”. Outstanding here were 
the Chianti Classico 2006 from Le Cinciole, along with the Chianti Classico Bilaccio 2005 
from Il Borgetto, the Chianti Classico Riserva 2004 from Capannelle, Castel’invilla, Riecine, 
and the Riserva “Il Poggio” from Castello di Monsanto. 
  
Four Chianti Classico won high praise in “Vini Buoni d’Italia”, edited by Guido Ricciarelli: 
Vigneto Bellavista 2004 Castello di Ama, Riserva 2004 Castello di Cacchiano, Riserva 2004 
Riecine, Riserva 2004 Val delle Corti. 
  
Chianti Classico Cennatio 20006; Chianti Classico Riserva Montegiachi Agricoltori del 
Chianti Geografico 2005; Chianti Classico Le Piccine 2006; Chianti Classico Contessa di 
Radda Agricoltori del Chianti Geografico 2006; Chianti Classico Riserva Castello di 
Querceto 2005 were the Gallo Nero wines rating highest with Luca Marone. 
  
And even the guide published by Gambero Rosso and Slow Food for the first time lauded a 
vintage Chianti Classico: the Badia di Coltibuono 2006, opening the 8 “three glasses” that 
“Vini dÕItalia 2009” gave the Black Rooster denomination: Castello di Ama (Castello di 
Ama 2005), Fattoria Le Corti - Principe Corsini (Corte Vecchia Riserva 2005), Il Molino di 
Grace (Il Margone 2005), Agricoltori del Chianti Geografico (Riserva Montegiachi 2005), 
Ruffino (Riserva Ducale Oro 2004), Tenuta di Capraia (Chianti Classico Riserva 2005), 
Felsina (Riserva Rancia 2005). And that’s not all: this longstanding guide rated Felsina 
“Winery of the Year”. 
  
Getting 5 bunches from Duemilavini, the AIS guide, were 7 Chianti Classicos: Chianti 
Classico Borro del Diavolo Riserva Ormanni2004; Chianti Classico Il Poggio Riserva Castello 
di Monsanto 2004; Chianti Classico Riserva Capannelle 2004; Chianti Classico Riserva 
CastellÕin Villa 2004; Chianti Classico Riserva Riecine 2004; Chianti Classico Vigna del 
Sorbo Riserva Fontodi 2004; Chianti Classico Vigneto Bellavista Castello di Ama 2004. 
  
And a good 17 from the denomination were elected by “I Vini di Veronelli” as the best in 
2009:   
Chianti Classico Castello di Ama 2005; Chianti Classico Castello di Ama Vigneto Bellavista 
2004; Chianti Classico Don Tommaso 2005; Chianti Classico Riserva Castello D’Albola 
2005; Chianti Classico Riserva Castello di Volpaia 2005; Chianti Classico Riserva Badia a 
Passignano 2005; Chianti Classico Riserva; Capraia Rocca di Castagnoli 2005; Chianti 
Classico Riserva Coltassala Castello di Volpaia 2005; Chianti Classico Riserva Il Poggio 



Castello di Monsanto 2004; Chianti Classico Riserva Le Baroncole San Giusto a Rentennano 
2006; Chianti Classico Riserva Marchese Antinori 2005; Chianti Classico Riserva Rancia; 
Berardenga Felsina 2005; Chianti Classico Riserva Rocca Guicciarda Barone Ricasoli 2005; 
Chianti Classico Riserva Vigna del Capannino Bibbiano 2005; Chianti Classico Riserva Vigna 
La Casina Casina di Cornia 2001; Chianti Classico Riserva Vigna Il Poggiale Castellare di 
Castellina 2005; Chianti Classico Vigna Paronza Casale dello Sparviero 2004. 
  
“This year, too, as for quite some time, the wines from our territory have gotten high 
praise from Italian wine guides” states Marco Pallanti, president of the Chianti Classico 
Wine Consortium. 
“For years Chianti Classico, already a winner on world markets, has been proclaimed a 
winner by the critics, too. Grape harvests  good, less good, iffy come and go but the 
constant quality Chianti Classico winemakers show year after year is a real certainty and 
the best guarantee for the consumer”. 
  
Praise that appears to be in store for Chianti next year as well. In fact, the 2008 harvest 
has brought in balanced, healthy grapes thanks to weather that, after a rainy spring, gave 
the territory a very fine summer. The late summer rains, plus perfect temperature ranges, 
completed a season that experts and wine insiders have no trouble calling an excellent 
premise for great bottles. 
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